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Here we are in New Zealand! This is where
they filmed the “Lord of the Rings " and
“Narnia " movies. | 'm so excited! New
Lealand is in the South Pacific Ocean.

On a map, it looks close to Australia,

but r‘e.an:j {he.lj ‘r‘e. Over Z,OOO Ki\Ome.{er‘s 4

apart. New Zealand has two main islands — the North
[sland and the South Island. Tonight we re staying in
Auckland on the North sland. My whole family s here —
Mom, Dad, my brother and me. ['m very tired after the
long flight (12 hours!), so now | 'm qoing straight to bed!
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For the past two days we Ve been in Auckland.
[t 's New Zealand s largest city, but it isn t
the capital — that 's Wellington. Auckland's a
beau{ifu\ moOdern CEJLU on the coast where

you can see lots of big ships and yachts.
YE’-S"’.E!"dGIﬂ we went 10 the harbor and took
some photos. Then today we all went on a
boat ride and saw dolphins and a whale!

We 've spent the last two days in Rotorua
Forest. We 've visited a Maori village and
learned about ancient Maori rituals and
traditions. [t 's been so interesting!

The Maoris arrived 8OO years ago in

New Zealand, which they call Aotearoa,
“Land of the Long White Cloud. * Another Maori word is
the longest P\aCe. nhame ih the world with 85 letters:
Tauwmatawhakatangihangakoauauot amateaturipuka
kapikimaungahoronukupokaiwhenuakitanatahu

~but it'’s usually called Taumata!
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Todaﬁ we went 10 a nature reserve
and saw some kiwis, which are birds
the size of a chicken. The kiwi is the
national symbol of New Zealand and
also the nickname for New Zealanders.
They can 't fly, but they can run
faster than a human! We also learned

about moas — large birds similar to

emus — and giant eagles that hunted them, but
{he.g all became extinct when humans arrived.
Tomorrow we re 940ing to the South lsland!

Today we took the ferry from
Wellington to the South lsland.
H. {OOK three hours. The New
Lealand flag was flying from the ferry.

I asked a Kiwi boy about the flag. He said the blue
represents the sea and the sky. The four stars
represen{ the Southern Cross (a big constellation in
the night sky). And the Union Jack shows New Zealand 's
historical link to Britain. New Zealand Oh'uj became
ihdepe.hde.n{ in 1947. The boy 's hame was David and we

SwGPPed e—mail addresses.
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DAY N

Now | 've seen the highest mountain in New
Lealand! Mount Cook_(or Aorakj in the Maori
lanquage) is over 3,750 meters high. 1t 'S in
the heart of the South Island. There are
many other mountains here and some amazing
glaciers where people 40 climbing and skiing.
We went on a fantastic walk and saw parrots,
butterflies and lizards. We stayed

on a farm near Lake Tekapo where they

had thousands of sheep!

DAY 128

We arrived in Queenstown yesterday afternoon.

It's a beautiful city surrounded by mountains, lakes
and forests. It s called the “ Adventure Capital of the
World. " You can 90 mountain biking, skydiving, sailing,
bungee jumping, whitewater rafting... everything!

We all went on a raft. My brother
Max was scared but |
thought it was fantastic!
Unfortunately, tomorrow

is our last day. And [ still
have 10 buy souvenirs!
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